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CONFIDENTIAL TEGUCIGALPA 1386 
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SUBJECT: ESTABLISHMENT OF INVESTIGATING COMMISSION 
REF: TEGUCIGALPA 1372 

1. THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS HELD AN AFTERNOON SESSION 
WITH CHIEF OF STATE LOPEZ ON APRIL 9 TO DISCUSS THE 
SITUATION ARISING OUT OF UNITED BRANDS BRIBERY STORY. 

LOPEZ AND THE COUNCIL DECIDED TO SET UP A COMMISSION TO 
INVESTIGATE THE CHARGES. THE COMMISSION WAS ALLOTED 
$50,000 TO CONDUCT THE INVESTIGATION BOTH IN HONDURAS 
AND ABROAD. ALL THE PERSONS NAMED TO THE COMMISSION HAVE 
ACCEPTED AND REPORTEDLY WILL MEET TODAY, APRIL 10, TO WORK 
OUT A PLAN OF ACTION. THE COMMISSION IS COMPOSED OF THE 
FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS: 

(A) MONSIGNOR HECTOR ENRIQUE SANTOS, ARCHBISHOP 
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(B) SERAPIO HERNANDEZ CASTELLANOS, ATTORNEY 
GENERAL OF HONDURAS; 

(C) JORGE ARTURO REINA, RECTOR OF THE NATIONAL 
UNIVERSITY; 

(D) CAMILO RIVERA GIRON, PRESIDENT OF THE HONDURAN 
COUNCIL OF PRIVATE ENTERPRISE; 

(E) ANDRES VICTOR ARTILES, SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE 
CONFEDERATION OF HONDURAN WORKERS; 

(F) LT. COL, CESAR ELVIR SIERRA, CHIEF OF STAFF OF THE ARMED 
FORCES; AND 

(G) ARMANDO AGUILUZ VALLE, ACTING PRESIDENT OF THE 
SUPREME COURT. 

2. COMMENT: THE NOMINATION OF THIS INVESTIGATING COMMISSION 
IS NO GUARANTEE OF QUICK OR DECISIVE ACTION. CERTAINLY THE 
HETEROGENEOUS COMPOSITION OF THE GROUP, REFLECTING A VARIETY 
OF INTERESTS, WOULD MAKE IT DIFFICULT FOR THE COMMISSION TO 
AGREE UPON AN OBJECTIVE DECISION UNDER THE BEST OF CONDITIONS, 
ALTHOUGH MUCH WILL DEPEND UPON INCONTROVERTIBILITY AND 
COMPLETENESS OF THE EVIDENCE IT IS ABLE TO AMASS. UNDER THE 
CIRCUMSTANCES, LOPEZ OBVIOUSLY REALIZED THAT A FLAT DENIAL 
OF THE CHARGES WITHOUT SUPPORTING EVIDENCE WOULD BE 
UNSATISFACTORY TO THE "LT. COLONEL S GROUP” AND THE GENERAL 
PUBLIC. A FINDING BY THE COMMISSION THAT HE IS INNOCENT 
OF THE CHARGE WOULD GIVE HIM A CLAIM TO REMAIN AS CHIEF 
OF STATE, EVEN THOUGH MUCH OF HIS AUTHORITY INCLUDING 
BEING CHIEF OF THE ARMED FORCES WAS SHORN FROM HIM IN 
LAS WEEK'S MILITARY REORGANIZATION. IN SUCH A CASE IT 
IS POSSIBLE THAT ONE OR MORE MINISTERS MIGHT BE MADE 
SCAPEGOATS. AN INCONCLUSIVE OR DIVIDED FINDING WOULD 
FURTHER WEAKEN HIM, BUT IT IS POSSIBLE HE WOULD BE PERMITTED 
TO REMAIN IN OFFICE FOR A "DECENT PERIOD" BEFORE RESIGNING. 

A FINDING THAT HE IS GUILTY OF THE CHARGES PROBABLY WOULD 

LEAD TO HIS IMMEDIATE OUSTER 

SANCHEZ 
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